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SETTING THE STANDARD FOR EXCELNCE IN STUDEANSPORTATION

STS EXPRESS
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A fiday Focus:€ STS Plans an Information Packed
One Day Conference

Last year, when the 45" Annual STS Conference and Vendor
Show was cancelled because of state imposed travel
restrictions, many  opportunities for valuable learning

experiences were
Given the current economic crisis Sacnflce_d' Wh"e
economic times

districts are facing, a one day
conference this year makes good
sense @ €

Glenn Barry. President of STS of NJ

change, addressing
the need for good
training and up-to-
date  knowledge
should always
remain a priority in any profession. So to ensure
opportunities for training this year, despite continued
economic restrictions, the STS Board of Directors put their
support behind a one day conference which has been dubbed
G C NJCR [O&Iz& ¢ {¢{ A& adzalix S
fee to make it affordable for everyone.

The Education Committee has engaged nationally recognized
presenters as well as speakers from New Jersey who are
experts in their fields. The New Jersey Office of Pupil
Transportation will be represented by Greg Fera and Ray
Zirilli.

Management Liability, Passenger Safety Restraint Systems,
Staff Evaluations, Sixty Tips in Sixty Minutes, Routing and Bus
Stop Safety, and Passenger Restraint Systems are the subjects
of several of the workshops being presented.

There will also be Vendor Exhibits and opportunities to
network with fellow transportation professionals.

President Glenn Barry wants the membership to know that
he and the STS Board of Directors have not given up on the
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of the opportunities an expanded program allows. He feels,
however, that it is important for STS to adapt to changing
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crisis districts are facing, a one day conference this year
makes good send S ® ¢
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expanded opportunities for training will make good economic

sense in the near future.

For more information on the Conference, go to the STS
website at http://www.njsts.org
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Now that Governor Christie has unveiled his proposed
budget for next year, districts can begin assessing the
effect it will have on their schools. Recent articles and
comments had led many districts to anticipate a reduction
in state aid of about 10% - 15%. Districts had already
begun the painstaking task of identifying potential areas
that could be targeted to meet this anticipated loss of
state aid. However, in his address, the Governor
announced that state aid to school districts would be
reduced by 5% of their general school budget. In many
cases this translated into districts not only losing more aid
than they had anticipated, for some districts it meant
losing all state aid.

These are challenging times and as transportation
professionals we must become more creative and
innovative to insure we are providing a safe and efficient
transportation service for our customers. One way to
accomplish this is to become more actively involved in
identifying and pursuing shared services arrangements
with other entities. Although this concept is not new, it
KFra oSSy Iy AYyRdzaGNER aGod
years as a cost savings measure which can avoid
duplication of services for municipal, county, and state
agencies. The concept involves working with other
agencies to provide a service for more than one entity.
Newspapers have been reporting on the studies for
merger or consolidation of police, public works, municipal
and EMS departments as a cost saving initiative. The idea
is to eliminate, or at the very least reduce, duplication of
equipment and manpower through sharing resources.
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| mention below a few ways for school transportation
departments to put shared services into effect:

9 Packaging and tiering routes with other districts
can help everyone involved reduce their costs.

9 Districts can work together to coordinate bell
times and school calendars to make tiering a
possibility.

1 School districts may also be able to realize savings
by scheduling athletic buses to be used by more
than one district for team drops at events. After
the team has completed its game, buses that
have finished with their school routes can
transport the team back to the school.

9 Also, utilizing agencies that coordinate
transportation needs can provide a cost benefit
for districts.

Recently, Hunterdon ESC unveiled a database that

.contains the routes they are running along with some

details about each route, including the route and contract
number, number of students on the run, and any
specialized vehicle being used. This tool should prove
valuable to districts attempting to contain the high costs
of transporting their out-of-district students. By viewing
this database, a district with an out-of-district placement
can determine if its student can be added to a Hunterdon
ESC route.  School districts are also encouraged to place
their routes in this database for other districts to view.
The idea is that this could lead to the possibility of
additional shared routes between districts.  Other
counties such as Somerset and Ocean have developed
similar systems to assist schools with special needs
transportation.

It has become increasing apparent that everyone should
attempt to work with other districts to reduce costs by
sharing resources. Regular meetings with other districts in
your area can facilitate open dialogue and foster
relationships that can lead to shared services to the
benefit of several districts. Discussing your issues and
working together as a team to solve them will be a win-
win situation for all parties involved.

Glenn Barry
President of STS of NJ



Show Your Support for the Yellow School Bus
by Contacting Your Congressional
Representatives

The American School Bus Council wants Congress
to support a two-year, $5 million federal initiative
to increase school bus ridership through a public
campaign. Letters have been sent to members of
Congress extolling the safety, environmental,
economic, energy, and academic benefits of the
yellow school bus that those of us in school
transportation are already familiar with.
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Write your local representative to tell him or her to
urge U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray Hood to
support this campaign. To find your local
representative, go to http://www.house.gov/

NAPT provided its members with a sample letter to
use. Toview it, go to YellowSchoolBus
PublicCamp LaHood ltr.doc
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In 2009, the American School Bus Council

conducted a survey of 600 parents of school age
children to determine their perceptions of school
busing. Following are some of the interesting
conclusions drawn from answers to the survey.

1 Parents value the school bus and the daily

transportation it provides. A majority
believe absenteeism would increase if
there was no school bus.
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performances would decline if bus service
ceased.

1 44% identify the school bus as the safest
way to get to school; 49% thought it was
safer for students to be driven to school by
an adult. However, when asked to choose
from a list of true statements, 78%

“““““ Gl 002 NRAY:
Academy of Sciences, a child is thirteen
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times safer in a school bus than the average
of all other ways to get to and from school.
i1 Parents believe the two most important
reasons to choose the bus are guaranteed
transportation and environmental benefits.

For further information, go to
http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org.

Video Corner

Trends and Trials: School

Transportation Law, 2010 Update

Peggy Burns, Esg., Education Compliance Group
56 minutes, $55.00 plus $5.00 shipping

Peggy Burns knows that is it becoming increasingly
difficult for school transportation professionals to
attend conferences. (Ms. Burns, a frequent speaker
at STS conferences, was scheduled to present at the
cancelled 2009 STS Conference and Vendor Show.)

Ms. Burns has developed a new DVD, & ¢ NB V R
CNAFEfaY {OK22f ¢NIyallk
designed to deliver legal and compliance
information to school transportation supervisors
and others involved in the transportation of
students. In the DVD, Ms. Burns explains recent
legislative changes and discusses cases dealing with
transporting students and employment challenges.

In a February 17" press release, she pointed out
some of the benefits of owning the video, such as
not having to leave the office, being able to play
and replay it at your own convenience, and sharing
it with other staff members.

To order, call Education Compliance Group at 888-
604-6141 or email Ms. Burns directly at
ecginc@qgwestoffice.net.

*xx TAKE NOTE***

Greg Fera and Ray Zirilli will be reviewing
revisions to the Administrative Code on
April 23" at 6Friday Focus,é the STS Conference
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School Bus Drivers Workshop
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audience, well presented and valuable information, and a presenter who related well to the audience.

Almost 250 school bus drivers, aides, and supervisors attended the two workshops. In the South, Sandra
Hansen, a veteran at running workshops, hosted the event at North Burlington Regional Middle School
on February 20™. In the North, Glenda Ramsey hosted the workshop at the Morris Union Jointure on
March 6" ¢CKAA ¢l a DfSYRFQAa FANRIG (GAYS KX RN K AN
this year. It is so important to keep our drivers current and informed in order to ensure safe
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Tia Dix of the Durand Academy presented a program on dealing with autistic children on the school bus.
The program is sponsored by the Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation (http://www.dougflutiejrfoundation.org.)

Doug Flutie, a former NFL quarterback, founded the organization in honor of his son who was diagnosed
with autism at the age of three. /it
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When Sandra introduced Ms. Dix,
she said that before she heard ,r/‘
Ms. Dix speak, she thought she | é
understood autism. Less than ’
GoSyda YAydzSa (i
presentation, she realized there
was a whole lot more for her to
learn about the subject.

Like Mr. Flutie, Ms. Dix is the
parent of an autistic son who is
now nine years old. She is also a
gifted and engaging speaker. She
presented an enormous amount

of relevant and useful Dt SYRlI wlYasas K2ai 27 (pktfredh@eaitiher.ddzers
information, sharing her personal experiences (some humorous, some scary) to illustrate what she was

talking about. Right before the lunch break, Ms. Dix showed a film produced for the Doug Flutie, Jr.
Foundation. The film showed several kinds of behavior typically exhibited by children with autism.

Transportation Supervisor Nancy Bobb of Haddon Township accompanied her drivers to the workshop.
Some of her drivers also work as aides in special education classes. They talked about the frustration of
not knowing what works when dealing with children with autism. Their problem is a common one
because, as Ms. Dix mentioned, what works with one autistic child may not work with another autistic
child.

Branchburg drivers Mary Frances Gertson, Jennifer Bauer and Debbie Schnitzer enjoyed the workshop
because Ms. Dix presented the information in a way that made it applicable to their own jobs.
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Diane Tappan of Parsippany-Troy Hills said the students on
her bus who are autistic display a wide range of behavior:
one child likes to talk, another one likes to count repeatedly,
and another hops from one child to another. Diane says
she loves the kids and she loves the stories they tell her.
5 A |y Swiber wabdhe of several drivers who said they
came to the workshop because of a family member who has
autism.

There was a consensus among the supervisors who
attended the workshop that this would be a good
presentation for the members of STS.

President Barry answers a questisout idling and air Seebelow for arelated article on some of the matesi

conditioning on special education buses at the Norther presented by Ms. Dix.
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Autism: Some Facts Presented by Tia Dix at the 2010 STS School Bus DriverQ Workshops

Autism Spectrum Disorder is a group of disorders with a range of similar features, though you will never
see two people with exactly the same behaviors. It is the fastest growing disability, after cancer and
diabetes. One in ninety-one children in New Jersey has autism, the largest number in the country. Eight
out of ten children who are autistic are also male.
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low functioning where the child may be locked in his own world. The cause of this complex neurological
disorder, which usually shows up between the ages of one and three, is not known and there is no cure.

Some theories for the cause are a genetic predisposition, food allergies, and mercury levels in
vaccinations.

Children with autism suffer with a number of sensory challenges. All five
senses are impaired in some way, so they may react strongly to the
brightness of fluorescent lights, the sound of sirens, or being touched.
They may not have an immediate response to pain, so that if they get hurt
they may not be aware of the pain for a long time. And a minor thing like
the sound of a closing door can cause an overreaction.

Behaviors related to autism can be reduced or extinguished. Early inter-
vention using applied behavior theory and speech therapy can have good Dedicated Workshop attendees:

results especially if introduced before the age of ten or earlier. Branchburg drivedennifer Bauer (on
left) has 34 yearsxperience driving

school busesMary Frances Gertsen has
Some common behaviors you may witness: 36 years experience drivingyOW!!!

1 Self stimulation, spinning, rocking, hand flapping
1 Inappropriate laughter or tantrums
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Inappropriate attachment to objects

Difficulty transitioning from one activity to another or changes in routine
Self injurious behavior

Lack of understanding of social cues

Echolalia ¢ repeating what the other person says

Lack of eye contact

Here are some suggestions for dealing with issues that come up with children with autism.

1
T

There needs to be a collaborative effort among parents, teachers, and the school.

The Hippe Law is not being violated when behavioral game plans are put into effect. Discuss
safety issues in terms of safety, not behavior caused by the disability.

Avoid stopping a repetitive behavior, such as clapping, unless it presents a danger
Using blanket wraps are a way to give comfort and calm the child down.

Be aware of bodies of water. These children are attracted to water. Drowning is the #1 cause of
death among autistic children.

Give short directions. Give one piece of the directions at a time.

Resist the natural urge to hit back when hitand R 2 y Q (i thé childzgbéve the head and
shoulders.
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child will release his hand.

A child coming to the bus kicking and screaming may be having trouble transitioning from one
situation to another. A behavioral therapist can be brought into the house in the morning to
train the child.

Be aware of your language, these children take language very literally.

Allow reasonable, safe accommodations, such as allowing a stuffed animal, small MP3 player,
or several gummy bears on the bus if one of these things will make the child more comfortable.

Good news for New Jersey parents of autistic children: Last August, New Jersey became the 15" state to

enact a law requiring many insurance companies to cover the screening and therapeutic treatment for
children up to age 21 who are diagnosed with autism and other developmental disabilities.

Not so good news for New Jersey parents of autistic children: Earlier this month, a special federal court
ruled in three different cases that the additive thimerosal, a mercury-containing preservative used in
vaccinations, is not to blame for autism.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
North Region

The North members of STS attended an in-service
presentation on case law for their winter meeting.
Stephen Fogarty, Esq., of Fogarty and Hara of Fairlawn,
New Jersey, gave an enlightening overview of the laws
pertaining to student transportation. He spoke about
present laws, new laws, and proposed changes to the
law.

During the presentation he explained how case law
affects the operations of our school transportation
departments and used several case laws as examples.
The case laws included bus stop decisions, walkways
and roadways for courtesy busing, transporting
homeschooled students, and termination of non-
tenured support staff.

The newest legislation, N.J.S.A 18A:40-12-11 et seq.,
the Care of Students with Diabetes, became effective
on January 29™ 2010. This legislation requires all
personnel, including school bus drivers, to receive
diabetes training. Also discussed was the requirement
that all school bus drivers be trained in reporting child
abuse and neglect. Included in the discussion was
what constitutes leaving a student on a bus and
reporting these incidents to the Division of Youth and
Family Services.

Members who attended the in-service were pleased
with all they learned and said the presentation was
outstanding.  Everyone received an outline of the
presentation.  Even after my twenty years of
experience in transportation, | learned so much in the
two hours on the interpretation of some of the case
laws that were discussed.

In addition, STS President Glenn Barry spoke about the
upcoming one day Supervisors Conference on April
23" the Transportation Certification Program, and the
Driver Seminars.

Our next meeting will be in May. We are in the
process of planning a workshop for this meeting.

Submitted by
Cathy Kelly
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Central Region

On Tuesday, February 16, 2010, the Central Region
held its second regional meeting of the year at the
East Windsor School District. There were
approximately thirty members in attendance in spite
of the inclement weather and the rescheduled date.
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were Danielle Anderson Thomas, State Coordinator,
NJ Department of Education, Office of Student
Achievement and Accountability and Joan Geraci,
Regional Coordinator, Gloucester County Special
School District.

Ms. Anderson-Thomas and Ms. Geraci provided

information on the McKinney Vento Homeless
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dispute resolutions, and key provisions and strategies

for meeting transportation requirements. The

meeting concluded with a very informative question

and answer session.

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 5" at the East
Brunswick Administration Building. Look for the flyer
in April and save the date. We hope to see you there.

Submitted by
Pat Bye

South Region

Pat Lerch reports that the South Region will not be
able to have a meeting until they locate a facility they
can use for free. If anybody has access to a meeting
place or can suggest a place where a regional meeting
can be held without a cost to the group, please
contact Pat .

Did you knowé

The first school bus was horsedrawn? Introduced
in 1827 by George Shellibeer for A Quaker school
at Abney Park, London, it was designed to carry
twenty fi ve children .
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Internet Articles Worth Checking Out
Safe Routes to School Program

School Transportation News reports that riding school buses is still safer for students than the federal government
backed Safe Routes to School program. The program is up for reauthorization. Read the entire article at
http://stnonline.com/home/top-stories/1748-school-buses-still-safer-than-safe-routes.

Transportation Security Administration (TSA)

The School Transportation Security Awareness (STSA) Program was developed by the TSA in conjunction with the
NASDPT, NAPT, and the National School Transportation Association to provide security awareness information and
training to the school transportation industry. Review the program at

http://www.tsa.gov/what _we do/tsnm/highway/stsa.shtm

Big Jump in Danger Zone Fatalities

Thisarticle NB L2 NIl da GKS NBadzZ G6a 2F Ylyala {4l Gis2008-200Q8 yI GA2 Yy f
http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/Channel/School-Bus-Safety/News/2010/02/23/Big-jump-in-danger-zone-
fatalities.aspx

SAVE TuE DATE

STS Conference 4/23/10
Roadko Safety Competition 5/1/10
Central Region Meeting 5/5/10

North Region Meeting 5/21/10
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