Governor Christie recently signed two bills passed into law which directly affect to and from school transportation.  Read an article by Ms. Dot Shelmut, Acting Director, NJDOT Office of Student Transportation explaining this new legislation on School Choice and transporting students in foster care.
School Choice

            P.L.2010, c.65 (A-355), the School Choice Law, changes the responsibility for the provision of transportation to and from approved choice schools.  Previously, the choice school district was responsible for providing and paying for transportation, was entitled to state transportation aid for that transportation, and listed all of the students attending their school who received transportation on their District Report of Transported Resident Students (DRTRS).  

The new law changes that responsibility.  Now the student’s district of residence is responsible for arranging and paying for transportation to and from school, and will be the recipient of state transportation aid for that student.  Consequently, the district of residence will list the students living in their district and attending an approved choice school on their own DRTRS.  The choice school district will no longer list any out-of-district students on their DRTRS.

Choice school districts have already made arrangements for transportation of their out-of-district students for the 2010-2011 school year and resident school districts have not budgeted for this transportation.  Since this law took effect immediately, choice school districts will be billing students’ resident school districts for transportation services provided after enactment of the law.  A memo listing recommendations for the treatment of this unique situation in district budgets was distributed to chief school administrators and district business administrators on September 29th. 

Transportation of Children Placed in Foster Homes
            P.L. 2010, c.69 (A2137) redefines residency for children placed in foster homes.  Under the new law any child placed in a foster home remains a resident of the school district in which their parent or legal guardian lives.  The Department of Children and Families is responsible for the provision of transportation for the first five school days after a determination is made regarding the child’s educational placement.  After that time the child’s resident school district becomes responsible for arranging and paying for the child’s transportation to and from school, if the child is eligible for mandated transportation services.  A more detailed explanation of this law in the form of a memorandum from the Commissioners of the Departments of Children and Families and Education will be provided shortly.  This law applies to any children removed from their parent or legal guardian and placed in a foster home, or any child moved from one foster home and placed in a different foster home, after the enactment of the law on September 9, 2010.  Children in existing placements remain the responsibility of the school district in which the foster home is located.

If you have any questions regarding any of these issues, please contact the Office of Student Transportation at (609) 984-5757 or by email at student.trans@doe.state.nj.us.  

