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Center at the Holiday Inn of East Windsor, a nicely
appointed facility attached to a Holiday Inn where
some attendees stayed the night before the
Conference.

The second challenge was scheduling. From past
years, the Committee knew that some members
enjoy longer, two to three hour workshops, while
others enjoy the shorter breakout format. We also
wanted to provide ample time to spend visiting with

Transportation Supervisors Rich Cushinotto, President Glenn Barry, vendors. The schedule that was developed
JerryFord, b Rt bl . &S 2ZFTSNE G incorporated all these elements. In the morning and
Friday Focus: Attendees Packat of afternoon sessions, members could choose from

either one 3 hour session or two 75 minute
breakouts. (A total of five different breakouts were
Withi KS {dF G804 (NI @S¢ NB offerevd.) There’ was a two hour brealf rjeld in the
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sessions that featured a lunch buffet, networking,
and vendor exhibits. Continued on pagé

Training Into One Day Conference

was not even a remote chance that STS could plan its
annual three day Conference in 2010. The STS Board of
Directors, under the leadership of President Glenn
Barry, was nevertheless determined to fulfill its
obligation to provide training opportunities for its
members.

Use performance log:
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organization is to make quality training available to our * Disciplinary discussions and
members. We owe it to them and we will work hard to actions taken.
provide it regardless of outsidS Ay Ff dzSy O
Barry.

There were several inherent challenges in planning a
single day conference.

The first, and possibly largest, challenge was to find a
suitable venue located in an easy to reach area of the
state. Conference Committee mem.bers Dolly Cristaudo Perth Amboy Supervisor Barbara Sullivan and
and Gerry Oram settled on The National Conference Speaker Dick Fischer of Trans-Consult
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Drivers Test Their Skills and Enjoy a
Beautiful Day at Six Flags Great Adventure

Early Saturday morning, May 1%, school bus drivers,
transportation supervisors, contractors, vendors, and
State Troopers all descended on the Hurricane Harbor
parking lot at Six Flags Great Adventure for the 39"
Ayydz t bSs WSNmSE
Training and Applied Roadeo Skills Competition (the
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Planning for the annual competition started back in
October when the Roadeo committee, led by Gretchen
Biancone-Groff and Al Olkowitz, started tackling the
logistics involved in orchestrating the huge event.
Details as large as securing the site for the competition
and as small but equally important as picking the colors
for the commemorative T-shirts were worked out at a
series of meetings and through a multitude of emails.
CONGRATULATIONSd everyone on the Committee
for the success of their efforts.

Registration forms and a Rule Booklet were available on
the STS Website. The $60.00 registration fee included a
T-shirt, a ticket to Great Adventure, and an all-you-can-
eat picnic dinner at the awards banquet. Additional
tickets for admission to the park and the picnic dinner
were available for a reduced price of $42.00.

Drivers indicated on their Registration forms the type of
vehicle they wanted to drive: a conventional or transit
style bus or a 16 passenger van. The majority (71) chose
a traditional bus. Most drivers said they were more
concerned about navigating the obstacle course than
the other elements of the competition.

Judges Rick Costanzo, Val Varga, and Angie Harper
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Drivers received scores in four areas:

A written test

A pre-trip inspection

Credential check by State Police

Driving the obstacle course. This year the
surprise event was parallel parking.
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Rockaway Township Supervisor Deb . 2 dzO Kr)SdxJara
placed 7", 16" and 22™ out of 100 contestants.

Several vendors were on site displaying their wares,
including Chris Zeiner of Jersey Shore Bus Sales, who
had just picked up his brand new Quest School Bus
at 5:30 that morning. Jim Clouser of Bus Parts
Warehouse had a display table set up and Sure-Lok
demonstrated wheelchair tiedowns. Ms. Diggs, a
former bus driver turned successful business woman,
was ready to sell her school bus T-Shirts and trinkets
before the competition had even started, and enjoyed a
brisk business all day. Music was provided by Jimmy
Givens Entertainment and requests were accepted all
day long.

Continued on page 3
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Roadeo Continued from page 2

Drivers from some districts, like Rockaway Township
and Hunterdon Central, came well prepared with
canopies they put up to protect themselves from the
elements. (This year there was bright, unyielding sun;
last year there was rain.) Many contestants,
FOO2YLI YyASR o6& FTNRASYRA
competing, brought food, snacks, and even small grills.
Since drivers do not know when their turn to drive will
come, they are smart to come prepared to enjoy a long
day.

Bob Faust, Dave Willenbrock, Bryan Fisher, Tara Faust
and Michelle Koerner of Irwin Raphael, Inc. show off
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For some, the Roadeo was a special family day, in part
because of the opportunity to get into the park at such

daughter and two grandchildren were there. Rick
Costanzo, STS Treasurer, brought his new family and
even put his kids to work! This was the third time the
whole Ortzman family of Egg Harbor Township was
attending the Roadeo. Hope, Chanse and Jessie

forward to going to the park after Mom competed.

Transportation Supervisors Val Varga, Angie Harper,
and Rick Costanzo were working together directing the
drivers onto buses. The registration numbers were
down, they said, and speculated that the cause might
be the current severe budget constraints.
Nonetheless, the spirit of friendly competitiveness
prevailed as it always does at the Roadeo. The Boards
of Education and contractors who employ these
competitors, and the parents whose children ride in
their buses, all owe these drivers congratulations and
appreciation for the interest they show in perfecting
their school bus driving skills.

2010 Annual

1 Place Mary Sue Albertson
2" Place Joanne Tange
3" Place Janet Lubaszka

*** Fora full list of the final scores, go to

New Jer sey

Top 3 Driversin the

Transportation Professi

and Applied Roadeo Skills Competition

Holcomb Bus Service, Inc.
Hunterdon Central Regional HS

Hunterdon Central Regional HS

*kk

2010 Roadeo Results

-3| Page

a reasonable price. Past STS President Ingridw S G Ay 2 Q|

y Fortznane andy pheir RiigRdgresserwerg rlb 1005I@NS v o |



../../2010%20Roadeo%20Score%20FINAL.pdf

MEET THE CANDIDATES

Sandy Hansen, South ern Director

Sandy started her transportation career working for a contractor, an experience

she believes prepared her for working effectively in a school district. For the

last seven years, she has been the Transportation Director at Northern
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transportation since 1983 and has been active in STS for fourteen of those years. Her

passion is driver training and educating the driving public about school bus and school
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training/requirements guidelines.

Pat Lerch, Southern Director

For the past twelve years, Pat Lerch has been the Transportation Director of County

Services for Gloucester County Special Services School District, one of the nineteen

state-wide Coordinated Transportation Agencies. As a CTSA, GCSSSD is responsible

for both Gloucester and Salem counties. She has served as the Southern Director of

] STS for one year (2009/2010,) Board Secretary for four years (July 2005-January 2009,)
{ and as the STS Conference Program Chair from 2005 to 2008.

Bob Cline, Central Director

In 1992, Bob added the passenger endorsement to his CDL and began working as a
substitute driver for Washington Township Board of Education. After that he worked
for the Tewksbury Township Board of Education as a school bus driver, before being
promoted to Transportation Coordinator and Building and Grounds Supervisor.

Since July, 2002, Bob has been employed by the Branchburg Township School District
as the Transportation Supervisor.

Bob has been a member of STS since 1999 and has found STS to be a great resource
for training supervisors as well as bus drivers and mechanics.

STS Hections will be held at the June 4th General Meeting at the Olde
York Country Club. An Absentee Ballot is available on the STS website.

4| Page



5| Page

Rick Costanzo, Treasurer

Rick is the Transportation Supervisor for Glassboro Public Schools. He has been
employed in the district since September 1992 when he started as a substitute
school bus driver. He has served STS as a Southern Region Director for
approximately eleven years, and was recently appointed Treasurer of the
organization. Rick has served on the STS Conference Committee as the Chair of

the Vendor Show for a number of years.

Rick is a newlywed, married on February 14, 2010 to his beautiful wife Jennifer and
is now the proud parent of Hayley, 12 and Noah, 10. Rick feels his experience will

be a definite asset to the organization.

Ray Keuhner, Vice President

Ray resides in the Dayton section of South Brunswick with Laura, his wife of
twenty four years. They have two sons, Wayne, 24 and R.J., 21.

Ray started as a driver for Hoenes Bus Co. in Atlantic County, South Jersey
in 1985. In 1987, Hoenes sold to Ryder and Ray became Dispatcher and
Safety Manager. In September, 1988, he was promoted to location
manager and took over operations for the New Brunswick location. In
1994, he was promoted to Senior Contract Manager and moved to St.
Louis, Missouri where he oversaw the operations of seven locations. In
1996 he moved back to New Jersey and worked in the human resources
department for Ryder Integrated Logistics at their Edison location. With
Ryder Integrated, he had responsibility for operations from Maine to South
Carolina. In 2002, Ray returned to school busing, taking over as
Transportation Director for North Brunswick Township BOE, the position he
still holds.

Pam Nicholais, Northern Director

Pam started her career in school transportation as the Transportation
#1171 OAET AOT O ET OEA -1 OOEO #1 O1¢C
assisted the 41 school districts in Moris County with transportation
issues.

The first school district she worked for was her hometown of
Pequannock Township. She then worked for Clifton BOE befor
moving onto West Orange BOE, which she currently calls home.

She has enjoyed being active i8TS as Northern Director for the last
four years. It is a rewarding position that she takes seriously. Sh
currently assists on the Board and helps organize the Northerr
Region meetings.

She says she has learned a lot over the past several years andk#oc
forward to what the future has to offer to STS and to schoo
transportation.
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The third challenge was to meet the STS standards of a good conference,
one that offers a broad range of topics that meet the needs of attendees
who are at various stages of their careers. Topics presented included the
proper use of wheelchairs and passenger safety restraint systems,
managing and evaluating a G F FFX GKS AYyOdNROFGS
designing school bus routes and bus stop safety review, and changes in the
New Jersey Administrative Code. A panel of STS Supervisors contributed
GceTipsAY cn aAydziSaodé

The fourth and last challenge was cost, which, given the current economic
climate, had to be kept as low as possible. The Committee decided to
charge a $99.00 registration fee, anticipating a potential loss to the

PR NN . organization, but deeming the Conference important enough to take
2F GKS /KAt RNByQa ) } ) o
LNBaSydSR &z kssf ¢ therisk Noprice was going to be low enough for many districts ,and
some Supervisors paid the registration fee themselves.

Dalthea Brown and Brian Perkowski

The Committee was encouragely the many positive comments shared with them ly both the Supervisors and
the vendors. Debbie Boucherof Rockaway Townshipwas one of several attendees who suggested a second one
day onference in the fall. She thinks aafl conference could possibly be abnirror imageOof the spring
conference so gople could go to the sessions they missed first time aroun@ihe Conference Center was a lovely
venue,and the staff was very helpful. The most common problen with
the onference was the distance some people had to drive. Thg
Conference Committee was ver conscious of this problem when
planning the conference,and felt they had come up with the best
possible alternative given the size of New Jersey.l OET OCE OE
as much free time as there is at a longeronference,people reported
having some valable networking opportunities. All the speakers
received high grades, and the vendors were pleased by the amount ¢
traffic their displays received and the cost for participating. Every
vendor who was asked said he would come back.

The Conference Comittee would appreciate any comments or

suggestions you may have. Please email your ideasrii@njsts.org Jo Mascorro, who spoke about the
mysi SNA 2dza 62NJ Ay, 34
N EW BR | EFS with Sandy Hansen.

9 The National Congresses on School Transportation will take place May 16" through May 19" in Warrensburg
on the campus of the University of Central Missouri. Delegates will deliberate and adopt proposed updates
to the 2005 National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures (NSTSP.)

1 The American Association of School Administrators (AASA) released data showing that school districts will
continue laying off record numbers of support personnel through at least next spring. The latest report was
released on their website (aasa.org.) on May 4.

9 Blue Bird, Thomas Built Buses, and IC Bus companies have announced initial figures on EPA-compliant 2010
engine orders.  http://stnonline.com/home/latest-news/2362-industry-beginning-to-receive-first-
egr-scr-diesel-engines
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